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I .  A problem, three approaches

The Green l . tovement is puzzl ing people today, and part icul-arIy

when i t  takes the for:m of  a green party,  and rnost part icul-ar ly

in connect ion wi th the German party,  the by far  most i rnportant

one, Die Gri inen They are said to be unpredictable and unable

/unwtl l ing to mal<e any compromises with any other actors on

the partypol i t ical  scene; consequent ly they are not real ly

i  -  -^r  
. ' :  ! l  ^^ rhev Are onl  v *^ l  . i  ! ;  ^-1 FOr F nErf  v laUnCheClI I I  PUTTLIUD t  LI IEJ q!s v l r tJ | ,vrr  Lf  UAI.  r  v!  q 

| /q!  uJ !c

in lg8t  to break through the 5A barr  j -er  (  they rnade 5.6eo I  a l ready in

the elect ions i tarch 1983 and then nove on to J,  B,  92 and so

in subsequent elect ions,  is  a l ready an achievemcnt and Ieads

to three o.bvious hypotheses about the future:  they wi f  I  cont inue

their  comet- I ike career j  they wi l l  f ind their :  naturaf  levef

as a party below l -O?, but possibly st i ] l  abcve 5eo i  they v; i l l

dwindle down to zero again which is where they belong.

The fol lowing is an ef for t  to explore the phenomenor-,

part icular ly directed at  l is teners and readers in Third wor ld

countr ies very used to conceiv ing of  pol i t ics in terns of

bfue and red, rnarket forces,  protected by conservat ive part . ies

and 6tat iste forces with planning and redistr ibut ion protected

by social ist  part ies;  both of  them found in democrat ic and

dictator ia l  versions. mla^ A -^^h^ -ea nhrr i  nrrc l  r r  d i  f  f  arontl l l \ - "  Y!UEl l5 d. Ic '  vuvrvuJr)  uf ! !srs l rut

neither blue nor red" nei ther dictator ia l  nor deraocrat ic in

fhp nar lamenl- ,^ ' - ' - - -  ^  ^E that word.  Tn sni fe of  nar i i r - inaf inour lg tJq!  rqr l rsrrLq! !4I l  >Ul l5C U! LrrqL WUIU. r1l  ou!uE v!  tJqr Lru:yqLrrrY

in par l iamentary elcct ions,  mass act ion,  d i rect  democracy,

local  autonomy, sel f - re l iance and so on are obviously c loser

to their  heart .

Hence, what do they stand for,  vrhere do thcy come f  ror , r ,

who arF f  l - r  ev? VJi thout in anv sense r : l  a i  n i  ncr t r r  harze vaf id

or any novel  a.nswers to thcse quest ions,  they ctre certainly

worth explor ing:  thc greens have probably cone here to sta)2,

and to expand. Hence, three approaches :  idc, ' ;1 :c ica1, histor icaf

and sociological ;  not  necessar i ly  compat ib le,  not  necessar i ly

.o,-raldi .ao.y,  but  wel l  sui ted to shed some r- iqht  on the
phenomenon.
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2. The Green Movement:  An ideofogical  character isat ion

The reader wi l l  f ind on the next page "A Survey of  Green

Pol- ic ies",  d iv ided into twenty points,  organised in packages

with four points each. The mainstream character ist ics in

First  wor ld societ ies are then confronted with their  counrer-

pointsr  gr€€rr  pol ic ies and movements.  The l is t  is  sel f -

explanatory,  suf f ice i t  here only to add some remar:ks about

how the l is t  carne into bei-nq.

The point  of  departure is a s imple modet of  mainstream

society wi th an economic basis,  a mi l i tary basis and a

structural  basis.  The lat ter  is  part icular ly important

for th is is where the pi l lars of  the Western social  format ion

are found: the State wi th i t -s bureaucracy and j ts plans,

capi ta l  wi th i ts corporat ions and i ts markets,  and the

intel l igentsia wi th r ts research, serving both of  them.

In addi t ion to that  there is a pecuf iar  select ion of  people

f  or  these inst i tut ions:  middle-aged maf es wi th un_i .vs1si l t

educat ion f rom the domrnant racial /ethnic group ( I4AMUs) beinq

preponderant almost everywhere. I t  is  th is structure,

then, and composed in that  part icular:  manner that  orqanises

the economic and mi l i tary basis of  society.  And al l

of  th is is done, manifest ly,  in order to achieve what rs

here cal led t -he "Bourgeois ! {ay of  L i fe" wi th i ts four

character ist ics,  and the sornewhat empty,  "ChefLical  Way of  L i fe" wi th

booze, wi th panem eL circenses, in ways known to

everybody in the f i rst  worfd.  The BWL/CWL complex.

Let me now formulate two assumptions about the Green

Movement:

(  f  )  The Green Movement is an umbre] la movement for  a

number of  part ia l  movements,  each one of  them attackinq

one or more elements on this l is t .

And,

(2) The Green Movement di f  fers f  rom many other socia1

movements in denying that basic social  problems can be

solved at tacking one single factor i  a much more hol ist ic

approach is needed.



Thus, the Green Movement is a federat ion of  const i tuent

movements and aims at  an al ternat ive society roughly

character ised by the r ight  hand column in the survey of

the pol ic ies.  l4any such l is ts can be made .  This is one

of them, not necessar i ly  better or worse than most others;

probably somewhat more comprehensive.  To be a "green",

one does not have to subscr i -be to al l  of  these ideas;

one probablv has to agree with more than just  one of  them,

however. There is a correlat- ion i -n the ideoloqi-cal

universe and not only because ideas happen to be heIC by
r-  ha c ana nannlg.  There 1s some kind of  internal  cons- ' i  s tencv ^r \ r r ru vr  arrLs! l lqI  uvl t - f  Juurrel  .

For one's inner eye is conjured up the vis ion of  a decentral ised

society,  probably some kind of  federat ion,  wi th strongly

autonomous uni ts using the locaf bases in a sel f - ref iant

m:nnFr I r t ; ino n^+ fn l - raaana r lanandan' ] -  nh fho nrr+ciz laIrrqrr l rs!  ,  Lr  y arry l rv L uv vsuvlrre us}Jslrucl l  L ut I  L l le (Ju L5l_Lle ,

inc luding for mi l i tary purposes. Inside this social

format ion an Al- ternat ive Way of  L i fe is supposed to

come into being, more or fess as descr ibed here.

There is no doubt that  ideological ly the Green Movement i -s

in nei ther the l iberal /conservaLrve/capi ta l is t  nor the

marxist , /social ist  t radi t ions,  but i -n the anarchist  t radi t ion,

and more part icular ly in the non-violent part  of  that-  t radi t ion.

Two great names from the Third wor ld in th is century,  Gandhi

and Mao Zedong are now overshadowing the great French and

Rr.rssian thinkers of  the 19th century,  st  Simon and proudhon,

Bakunin and Kropotkin.  There is much to draw upon. But

this is not necessar i ly  a phi losophical ly deeply ref lect ive

movement i  I t  is  rather,  as pointed out above, a more or less

t ight ly kni t  federat ion of  s ingle issue movements,  some of

them with refat ively low I i fe expectancy, but then possibly

to be revived wit-hin a more general  green sett ing.  Thus,

I  doubt that  there is much to 1earn about the ideology of

th is movement f rom the study of  the s ix names ment ioned; I

doubt that  the members of  these movements themselves have even

been much inspired by those books. Rather,  the Green M:vement

is a general  react ion to the mal- funct ioning of  the t r {estern

"
lamented "cr is is"  and purports to br ing i . , to =o. iuty a number

of in i t iat ives that when real ised on a large enough scale

together would const i tute a solut ion.



3. The Green Movement:  A histor ical  character isat ion

However,  th is is a much too rat i -onal  way of  looking

at a phenomenon l ike the Green Movement.  I t  is  a part

of  a socio-histor ical  d ia lect ic,  l ike any other social

movement,  and should be understood in the l ight  of  that

dialect ic.  About the basic dialect ic of  the Western

social  format ion,  there are many opinions, my perspect ive is

one, and runs about as fo l lows.

Let us take as point  of  departure the c lassical  European

social  format lon,  of ten referred to as"feudal" ,  which is

acceptable i f  that  word is understood to out l ive the middl-e
T* 'L1t  format ion the c lerov was An +nn +han camedYC5. al l  LI ]AL !UII tLqLIUl l  Lrru Ul l  LUIJT Ll IUl l

the ar istocracy,  then the merchants (  and some art isans ) ,

then the peasants (  and some workers )  and at  the bottom were

Lhe total ly marginal ised people,  g ipsies,  jews and arabs,

women.

Let us now see each of  these f ive groups as the carr ier

of  successive social  t ransformat ions. First ,  the revol t

of  the ar istocracy against  the c1erglz,  secu l .ar is ing the

social  order,  separat ing State and Church. Second, the

revoft  of  the merchants against  the top two, c la iming a

n- lana in cnniafrr  1-hef nnrr ld be leoi f imised nei thef  aS GOdrS

servants,  nor by noble bir th,  invoking such instruments as

human r ights to promote sociaf  and geographical-  mobi l i ty .

Third,  the revol t  of  the fourth layer,  workers of  a l l  k inds,

basical ly men, in order to have a better share in the socia]

product they themselves were largely responsible for  br inging

infn heincr,  and in order to benef i t  f rOm the SOciaf  mohiI i fvvvrrrY, qrru

channels openeC by the bourgeois ie.  Social ist  part ies,

social-  democrats,  t rade unions -  and communists.

And then, the fourth t ransformat ion spear-headed by the

bottom layer,  by what today would be the foreign workers,

by the women, by everybody marginal ised by the social  order

set up by the other four (wi t f r  the c lergy t ransformed into

intel lectuals,  the ar istocrats into bureaucrats and the



commercial  people,  the capi ta l is ts remaining capi ta l is ts

so that the three together const i tute the BCI complex,

populated by MAMUrs, many of  t -hem taking from the working

classes.)  Logical ly,  socio- logicaI ly,  socio-histor ical ty

there is not the s l ightest  reason why they shouLd not also

claj-m their  r ight  to come into the society created by the

other four,  to open that society for  foreign workers and

women al ike,  thus const i tut ing a pressure on the western

social  format ion.

However,  there is no social-  movement that  only wants

to f i l l  posi t ions in the exist ing structure.  They also want

to change that structure.  I f  th is is not the case, the

movement is no longer social ,  i t  is  just  a number of  paral le l

indiv idual  movements to promote their  own social  career i

on an indiv idual  basis,  into s lots already prepared in the

structure.  Social-  change is useC to tegi t imise str iv ing

for indiv idual  career;  indiv idual  careers may be used " inside

the system" to promote sociaf  change -  e i ther approach may

be more or less successful .  The preceding sociaf  t ransformat ion

by the working cl-ass probably changed the workers more than

the social  order they war i ted to t ransform, but in so doing

al-so changed that social  order.  Nei ther the f i f th group

nor the fourth group in dr js image of  the c lassical  western

society were afone in what they were doing; they were always

aided hv enl  iohtened,/disorrrnt led indiv iduals f rom the other

nr^rrnq Nlnr did erzervhodv in the crrnl ln narf i r - ina]*e in the

t ransformat ion,  Sccial  h istory is never that  neat.

Let us now try to t ranslate th is into very concrete terms,

] -ha tarmq nf  6rr{-  I i+ inc
1,q!LJ yvlauru-; .  Let  uS assume that the f i rst

two groups, the c lergy and the ar istocracy wi th their  inst i tut ions,

Church and Universi ty,  Land, Mi l i tary and Law const i tute the

backbone of  conservatrve society,  and also the basic carr iers

of  conservat ive part ies.  Of course they have r . rany more

fol lowers than their  own numbers shoul-d indicate,  among other

reasons because they command inst- i tut ions that reach deep down

in society,  to i ts very end, the outcasts (part icular lv t rue



for  Church and Iv l i l i tary) ,  serving as vacuum cfeaners to

ecooo up even the social  debr is at  the very bottom, putt ing

them :- t  the disposal  of  the top, at  least  as voters.

Given that image, i t  is  c l -ear that  the conservat ive part ies

have received three basic chaf lenges, corresponding to

transformat ions No 2,  3 and 4 respect ively.

The f i rst  chal lenge came from the merchantsr/burghers,

strongly indiv idual ist ic,  human r ights or iented and in favour

of  f ree c i rcufat ion of  product ion factors,  goods and services,

of  labour ski l led and unski l led,  capi ta l  and nature.  In other

worCs: the l iberal  part ies.

The second chal lenge came from the third t ransformat ion:

the mass movements of  the working classes, backed up by

their  strong inst i tut ion,  Trade Unions, in other words the
qnr. i : l  i  q l -  /wnrLorc nrr ' l -  ioc

And then the thi rd chal lenge corresponding to the fourth

transformat ion:  the green wave, ul t imately necessar i ly

organised as one or more por i t icaf  part ies,  the green part ies.

The second basic hypothesis in th is connect j -on would be

that the conservat ive partres tend to remain al though they

transform their  content:  their  task is always and invar iably

to resj .st  the social-  t ransformat ion demanded by those

chal lenging the social  order.  The f i rst  chal lenge, the

l iberals,  came, broke through the conservat ive barr ier  and

formed i ts own government-s,  decl ined and rs now disappear ing

from the scene. On the way down i t  made electoral  a l l iances

in many countr ies wi th the next party on the way up, the

working cfass part ies.  They were then able to l iberate

themsefves frorn the r iberars,  broke through the conservat ive

barr ier  (of  which the l iberal-s rnay now have become a part)

made their  own governments,  started decl in ing and are now

in al l  I ikef ihood on their  way out.  One basic reason



for  that ,  incidental ly,  is  that

on their  warz cut  as major social

they do notmuster adequate numbers

wor:kers who think cof  lect ive act

wi l l  br ing more benef i t  than the

career opportuni t ies.

the t rade unions are

fnrr-oq q. imnl rz l - rar- : r rqo

of suf f ic ient ly exploi ted

i  on wi  th mai nr1 str ikes

ski l fu l  use of  indiv iCual

VJorking cl -ass part ies on their  way down would then

kre coal i t ion mater ia l -  f  or  green wave part ies on their  way

t tn . i  n sni  tc of  orrarrr l -h i  nn +hat iS nOW SO of f  en hei  no Saidrv v!  uurr  vErr tY :

about their  inabi l i t -y as pol i t i .ca1 partners.  We shal l

enter a per iod of  red-green al l iances and by then see the

^y6ar nrrr-  i  ac hreak thr-orroh the COnServat iVe ba::r ier  With

t .he hel  o of  such al- l - iances (  I  ater r ln nprr-  -^-  -  
r  ^^^ \  ' rnt i I, , - rH Juulr  orr f ,q l lus- \  fqLs!  v l l  l rgr  t ro[J> aaL.r t rc:  , /  ,  I

thel '  reach their  cf imax, sLart  decl in ing and ul t imately

disappear.  In other words,  the idea is not that  the green

nart  v i  s t  he .  ^ .1 nf  +ha nn1_i t iCaI hiStoi .  v of  the western0Lvr j  vvsJu\

social  format ion,  nor t -hat  that  social  format ion is doomed

in advance to a- last . ino green f  Lr . iL. , t :c- : .

Elr:arrr f  h i  nn i  C an ani  qfrda i  na l  r r r l  in^ f -he draFn \ ,7a\ /o!vg!JLrr t r rY rr  qrr  Lur-vLrLt  ! l lvruut l r9 Llrg yrggtt  wqvE.

What is c la imed, however,  is  that  the phenomenon wr11 j -ncrease

i  n i  mnOrf an1. 'F +ha r . rar lz i  na CI aSS nFrf  i  eq decrp:ea l - r r r1.  i tJ yqt ulv lgqJg, v\r '

is  in the interest  of  both of  them to form al l iances so

that for  some per iod they may break through the basic

conservat ive patr ,ern and const i tute something new. That

predict ion,  l ike any predict ion,  may be r ight  or  wrong

I would tend to bel ieve in i t  because i t  seems to f i t  the

logic of  western social  h istory relat ively v,ref  I .

However,  there is another dang er wi th th is k ind of

norcnan1- i  r ra The f  OCUS i  S nn l .  ho nro6n nartV raf  her J-_han
Y!sstr  lJq!  LJ tqLrrg!  L

the green movement,  s imply because the green party is more

in the mass media,  in the publ ic eye. yet ,  the green party

can only make pol i t ics (as opposed to pol i t ick ing) when

supported by a green movement.



4. The Green Movement:  A sociofogical  character isat ion

hiho, then, wi l l  tend to jo in the Gr:een l4ovement?

Above two categor ies have been ment ioned: foreign workers,

and the whofe "ethnic" complex wi th in any country,  marginaf ised

because of  their  ethnic i t -y,  and women -  certainly not al - l_

members of  these groups, but suf f ic ient  numbers to make the

movement grow. But many of  them would tend r-o vote vr i th

the part ies that  represent preceding social  t ransformat ions,

having no wish at  a l l  for  new social  t ransformat iorrs only for

stabi l i ty  and secur i ty and possibly some advancement wi th in

the status quo.

I lowever,  there are many other groups that might be interested

rn the Green Movement according to the type of  analysis

made above. They can be seen by looking at  the l is t  of

green pol ic ies presented above, especial ly i f  one makes use

nf t - r^rn c imnia Cf i tef ia:  iS the <rr l - r ion1- iy6 m.Ot iVat iOn tO feel

concerned, strong enough? And is the subject ive sense of

capabi l i ty  strong enough to make the person feel  that  i t  matters

Lf he or she jorns? Or,  would an indiv idual  solut ion be preferable?

Thus, take the i -ssue of  cooperat ive enterpr ises.  To be

interested in th is,  today a major aspect of  the Green Movement,

one def in i te ly has to be interested in some kind of  product ion,
! - , - !  L-^ j  ^^r  r . .  in dnina +hinnc {-nnafhar ntaauuL rJds' .LUdl_l-y -Llr  L.rurr lg L1r_Lr,y uuL!,  c l -oseness, overcomlng

feef ings of  isofat ion,  a l ienat ion.  And this immediately

concerns a considerable number of  the c i t izens of  the contemporary

Western social  format ion.  Work as therapy becomes a major

clnn:n r . rnr l r  l -nnal-har 
^q 

nr^rrn l -hor:nrr  6ven bettef  .Y!vgt,

Vfhen we move on to the point  about the Third wor ld,  the

members of  the Green Movement would be sympathisers wi th those

in the Third wor ld suf fer ing the consequences of  "modernisat ion"

and those in the f iberat ion movements suf fer ing the consequences

of cont inuecl  or  renewed repression. But they would be rel-at ively

few and relat ively ideologicaf ;  the people real ly hi t  are



found outside any First  worfd societv.

This is not the case with the ecological  sub-movement

of  the Green Movement,  however -  the one that has given

r ise to the name of their  movement,  "Green".  At  th is part icufar

nni  nf  i  n f  he Green lv lovemenl the mot ivat inn wi  I  I  on I  rz increase

r^t i  +h +ha nrnr^r ' i  h^ nerf-cn+ ta)n 
-r f  i  mnand i  na d i  q:qf  ar  r i  nhf  nnrnr

waLI l  LI tg vrvwrl lY 
y.- lvL l r r t tJLrt '  LrrY urrqDLs! t  r !YrrL rrvvv

part icular ly in connect ion wi th the dying out of  forests in

Cenf ral  Errrone (qt  ar f  ino i  n l ' lor thern Eurone as wel  I  , )  
-  At\vUg!- '^^YYvLr! / .

the same Lime, there is increasing frustrat ion in people

feel ing that there is very l i t t le they can do indiv idual ly;

the matter is in the hands of  b ig corporat ions and big

bureaucracies.  Indiv iduals may cut down on electr ic consumption

and save water in their  pr ivate households.  They may afso change

the. i r  d iefarv r . - r^. : !^  r^, . r  +hav feel  helnless far- l ino s l_tchLrrLr!  urevsrJ ! IAV!LDl VUU UrrsJ !ssI  I IC! |JTLJJ !qerrrY J\

macro-phenomena and that helplessness wi l l  increasingly be

translated into demonstrat ions and mass movements and be the

kind of  mater ia l  of  vrhich pol i t ical  party format ions can be

made.

New work sty les,  however,  is  more a quest ion of  capabi l i ty

than mot ivat ion.  Many people seek more art isana] modes of

product ion s imply because they are capable of  doing so; others

may sense a weal< mot ivat ion but feef  total ly incapable.

The search for al ternat ive technologies wi l l  cont inue but i t

mav a' l  so be that the momentum of the l97O's is no Lonoer there -J- '

or at  ]east  not so forceful ly.  There may be a nerv cycle,  however.

But then, or the other hand, there arethe points associated

with another major component in the Green Movement:  the peace

movement.  This is a broad movement not only concerned with

such mi l i tary matters as decreasing dependence on of fensive

weaponry,  part icular ly nuclear arms;and trans-armarnent in the

direct ion of  social  defencer or defensive defence in general

(  including convent ional  mi- l i tary defence and parami l i tary

defence )  .  The peace movement j -s also concerned with such

issues as non-al- ignment/neutral i ty,  var ious forms of  decoupl ing

from super-powers,  dt  feast  in the sense of  denying them bases,
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part icul-ar ly wi th nuclear " taskS"r ard of  wi thdrawing from their

command structure in t imes of  war.  Moreover,  the peace

ITovement is concerned with both local  and nat ional  sel f  -

re l iance, wi th making countr ies stronger so that they can resist

economic blackmai l ,  and also by making focal  communit ies stronger,

much i l lore capable of  standing up f  or  Lhemselves, being less

dependenL on the centre of  the country.  In short ,  the peace

movement does not only stand for internat ional  t ransformat ions

with t rans-armament and transformat ion of  the al- l iance system;

the peace movement also stands foi :  changes at  the nat ional  level

to make nat ional  and local  societ ies stronger.  The peace

mo-,zement wi l l  probably cont inue growing, in depth and qual i ty

i f  not  in mass demonstrat ions and quanf i ty -  the lat ter  was

more typical  of  the ant i -missi le movement which no doubt has

played a considerable role for  consciousness format ion,  pol i t ical

mobi l isat ion and even confrontat ion.  l \e i ther the blue, nor

the red, nor the pink,  seem to be capable of  solv ing these

problems, hence the mot ivat ion wi I l  st i I l  be there,  a l though

frustrat ion may also have a paralysing impact.

When i t  comes to the structural  changes envisaged by the

Green Movement,  such as decentral isat ion wi th more power to

the local  levef and transformat ions f rom central i -sed to more
(con)federate structuresl  the bui ld ing up of  informal,  green

economies (more locaI ly based, less monetary,  more for the

qual i ty of  l i fe and less for  money )  ;  decentral_isat ion of

knowledge product ion to very many and much smal ler  universi t ies,

I  th ink the mot ivat ion wi f l  cont inue to be there,  a lso the

capabi l i ty ,  part icular ly in the form of Green economy and

non-formal Green educat ion.  l r /hen i t  comes to changes in

the heavier structures,  the State format ion i tsel f ,  i t  goes

without saying that th is can only be done by using central

pol i t ical-  machinery,  possibly through pol i t icaf  part ies.

Indiv idual  capabi l i ty  is  a lmost ni} ,  and I  am not so sure that

the mot ivat ion is as strong as i t  was in the 197Os. But a

major component of  the Green Movement in th is connect j_on, the

thirc l  major part  of  the movement,  the feminist  movement,has

had considerable success. I t  is  obviously spt i t  into two: the
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' t i fLy-percenlers"want ing social  posi t ions to be gender br ind,

meaning 5OZ women in posi t ions so far dominated by men

and 50% men in posi t ions so far dominatec by women (  incruding

domest ic l i fe ) ;  and on the other hand those who think and act

in terms of  a speci f i , -  feminist  curture that  courd serve as

a model for  social  re la; ions at  large. r  th ink i t  is  useful  to

concerve of  the femj nist  movement in terms of  both and., .  and

not ei ther/or when i t  comes to th is spl i t ,  and that both types

of rnomentum are terr ib ly important in the ongoing social

t ransformat ion.  of  act iv ist  v/omen there are many: Many men

wi l l  jo in them and many women wi l l  not ,  but  i t  is  hard to

bel ieve that mot ivat ion and capabi l i ty  wi f l  not  increase rather

than decrease in the years to come. I t  may also be that

the movement for  the order generat ion,  the t ro is idme cycre,

ret i red peopre,  wi l r  be of  s igni f icance as wel l  as the last ing

signi f icance of  racialr lethnic equal i t .y in heterogeneous

countr ies and that means, increasingry,  ar l  countr ies today.

rn pr inciple,  the Green Movement wir l  be an umbrel la for  a l l

of  them, depending on the extent to which i t  is  capabre of

art iculat ing their  demands in a pol i t ical ly rel -evant direct ion.

Final ly,  there are the two"ways of  l i fd lpackages, more

relevant indiv idualry.  r t  may be that the big wave of  the l97o's

with com.munes, k i tchen gardens, heal th food, etc.  has f lat tened

out to some extent,  in some quarters even decreased. But on

the other hand i t  may also be that the days of  fundamental ism

are over,  but  the rnovement is penetrat ing al l  sect ions of

society (wi th very expensive heal th food for those who only feel

wel- l  when they spend a lot  of  money),  in smal ler  packages, ress

densery packed'  more pragmatic.  The transformat ion of

indiv idual  ways of  I i fe may also have an impact on the pol i t ical

outrook arthough i t  is  not  at  a l t  certaj-n that  th is wi l l  read

to votes for  Green part ies;  i t  could also lead to the greening

of red, pink and bfue part ies.  L ike the feminist  rnovement,

these may be signs of  successful  sociaf  t ransformat ions, changing

the essence of  what i t  means to be a Fi-rst  worfd i -nhabi tant dur i -nq

the last  decade of  the twent ieth centurv.

r  th ink the net conclusion of  what has been sai_d above
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is  that  the Green part ies wi l - l  cont inue to grow. The reason
. i  

^  - ;  -^ l  ^  
.  +hnra 

^r^ 
dn mrnt,  i  ccrrac 

^6h^r=+azl  
l r r r  + l ' raro orrrrr / fu .  - , rere are so many issues generated by the

present-  Western social  format ion,  there is so much frustrat ion

around, there is so l i t t le capabi l i ty  in the blue, red and

pink part ies to bear upon these issues in a forceful  manner,

many people are hi t  by the problerns,  the mol ivat ion is high,and

indiv idua] Ievel  solut ions are insuff ic ient .  Obviously,  to

feel  mot ivated by a social  evi l  not  d i rect ly hi t t ing onesel f ,

both socj-al  knowledge and socialcompassion are indispensable,

together wi th the sense of  indiv idual  f rustraLion, " there is

nothing I  and my fami ly can do for ourselves to sofve the problem".

These two condi t ions should point  in the

di  rer :J-  i  on of  neonl  e wi  th a certain l -evel  of  educat i  on which

would mean middle c lass and upper c lass people;  but  at  the

+:-^ f  rom r lnner c1-^ ^*1^ --ho because of  their5ct l t le LI l l te dWct)  ! rvrr t  uPyLr uJ-o.JJ PEU!JTc wl

resources usual ly wi l l  be able to f ind a sofut ion for  +-hemselves

and their  fami ly -  I j -ke moving out of  pol luted ci t ies to non-

pol luted countryside, combining work and le isure,  af fording the

transportat ion, /communicat ion expenses involved. At the same

t ime, df ly t ransformat ion movement would appeal  more to the

young and the middle aged, than Lo the old:  the l -at ter  might

sdy, why bother,  w€ shaf ]  not  be around verylong ar iyhov/.

Final ly,  the movement v ' r i l l  appeal  more to women than to men,

both because women are worst  h i t  by the system, because the

feminist  movement is an i rnportant component of  the total-  Green

Movernent,  and because women are,  presumably,  more capable of

hol ist ic th inkinq. So much for the sociological  portrart .

But the lat ter  is  a lmost a condi t ion for  Green Movement

behaviour in general  and party pol i t ical  behaviour in part icufar.

Look again at  the issue catalogue: there is no simple,  a l l -

encompassing formula l ike " the interests of  the entrepreneurs, /

emnloverq"or" the interests of  the workers/emnlovees"-  I f

society is a layer cake,theseissues do not mobi l ise one Iayer

against  the other.  Rather,  the metaphor would be a Iayer

cake with some poisoned alrnonds, rais ins and whatnot distr ibuted

al ' l  . ) \ /er-  rz iq i1-r le onlv to l - .hose who have a v is ion of  the cake
,  v Le vrt+J

as a whole.  Unfortunately,  they have to be rennoved, something
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has to be done about i t ,  otherwise the whole cake wiI I  be

poisoned, those on the topr those in the middle anctr  those

at the bottom. The happy message is that  the poisoned i tems

do not al l  have to be removed at  the same t ime. Removal_ of

one of  them already makes sense for that  environment;  The

sad message is that  there is no method by which one can remove

al l  at  the same t ime, nor does removal  of  one guarantee that

al l  the others wi l l  d isappear.  Wel l -coordinated, synchronous

work is recommended, as ment ioned above.

I t  may be objected that now we have come a long way from

fhe fheorv of  the f i f fh laver in fhc nrpr:edino ser- f  inr1 .  ButJ "-

that  is  a theory of  social  dynamism, of  major social  forces

that may carry on their  shoulders much of  the movement.  I t

is  l ike the preceding movernent of  the working class.  There

were the obvious interests of  the working class but the social ist

wave contained considerably more than that,  there was also

"social ist  humanism",  an internat ional  peace movement,  and so on.

As a matter of  fact ,  many of  the tasks today taken on by the

Green Movement can be seen as parts of  the sociaf ist  programme

i -ha nronar i t  - i  r rn 143yg Of SOCial  enorctv I  cf  t  UnSOfVed.

And that gives us an important addi t ional_ theory to

the Green Movement in general  and the party in part icul-ar as
a moaf i  na nrn11pql  gf  f  1115l ;3+or i  nann la f  

-Om the hl  t ro naf t ieS! !vf r r  ur fs vruE l / ,

(conservat ives,  nat ional- ists,  even with a nazi  past)  and from

the red part ies ( the 1968 generat ion) f inding nowhere el-se to go.

Strange bedfel lows these: the green party seems to have some

transformat ive capaci ty,  making green people out of  the most

diverse raw mater ia l .  How last ing these transforrnat ions are

and how last ing the co-habi tat ion wi l ]  prove to be is another

matter.
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Conclusion: The Green Movement has come to stay

I  th ink i t  is  very di f f icul t  to arr ive at  any other

conclusion. Like any polr t i -cal  novement,  i t  wi l l  have

ups and dovrns,  and af though i t  is  a chi ld of  the western

social  format ion,  the geographical  var iat ion wi l l  be

considerabl-e.

Take the case of  the Federal  Republ ic of  Germany.

r .7L-, ,  i  ^  !L-^ F ^^ ^rr^^R +F\^-^t  mh^ ^- .^1^1^*^vrrry rr  LrrE rLLvr/€tTl€rt t  so strong therc? The problems oi

one hal f  of  humanity,  the women are not part icul-arIy worse

in that  country than in other vrestern countr ies.  The

peace problerns are more acute,  the ecological  problems

about the same with the except ion of  the dyi-ng forests.

The reason is probably histor ical :  the Green Movement is afso

a rrrnl_ rrre wi  th f  he naz. i  r ' \Aq'  -  *-^L 
-L ^J- enr-r lmneqqrod alrnostq !uyuurs WILII  LI IU LLALL pAJL, q.Ud.bL Ll lAu sr lUvl t tPqDDsu

aII  of  German society,  Ieaving the communists relat ively

alone as a nucleus of  sol id resistance..  B.r t  ant i -nazism

cannot be bui l t  on communism in western Europe in general

and lVestern Germany in part icular.  Marxism v' /as t r ied,

f rom the mid-6Os to the mj-d-7Os, the student revol t  wi th

terror ism (RAF) as an important form of expression. The

Green l4ovement wi th i ts focus on non-violence i -s also a

reject ion of  terror ism and single factor,  Marxist  determinism.

Take France as another example.  The Green Movement

is inconspicuous, the ecological  party made only O.5e" in

the cantonal  e l -ect ions Spr ing 1985. VJhy is that?

One reason, very conspicuous in the eyes of  a foreign

observer l ike the present author,  would be the sharp

dist inct ion in France between classe pof i t ique with not only

decis ion monopoly but also,  pract ical ly speaking knowledge

monopoly,  and for that  reason, interest  monopoly.  The

populat ion at  large is s imply uninterested in a wide range

of pol i t icaf  phenomenan and uninformed. I t  is  not  l ike

Western Germany (and DDR also,  for  that  matter)  where one

can travel  to almost any l i t t le town or v i l lage and f ind

people deeply concerned, wel l - read, and art iculate about the
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^^. i  - f  ^  
+l-a^ a ' -^^h 

-^^- ,1 -PUrrrLJ Ur l  LrrC UrsCl l  Ct9grrucr In France dis interest  is  the r t - l Ie

But th is,  of  course, is al -so begging the quest ion:  why is

that so? Maybe one reason is to be found in extremely strong

French indiv idual ism. The French love " f reedom",meaning the

r i  nhi-  nf  +ha indiv idual  wi th his/her nuclear fami ly to do more

or less what they want to do, a r ight  which is also expressed in

the somewhat part icular way of  dr iv ing and parking cars.  In the

Green } lovement there are strong cof lect iv ist  e lements,  togetherness

l . rarrnnd +ha 
^^nf ineS Of the nUCleaf f  amif  . r  :nd \zor\7 mrrg[  COnCe1.nqrrv vs!J f r rur

for  the society as a whole ,  for  col lect ive solut ions.  French

indiv idual ism would point  in the di-rect ion of  interest  part ies

rather than interested (or for  that  matter interest i -ng)

part ies.  The layer cake model lv i th one Layer agai_nst the

otherr  perhaps agreeing on cake expansion to counteract  the poisoned

cake model !

St i l l ,  another di f ference relat ive to Germany would be

the shared f  eel ing,  r - ight  or  wrong, that  there is no past to

ro i  onl-  hn .  i  nS tO atOne f  O. Tha nl  r l  
^art  i  es mAV n1-; t  be!vq!  Lf  uJ r lLqJ t lv

perfect  bul  they can do the job.  They have been with us for

-  r^ '^-  +r*^ Lf  the Left  doesn' t  make i t ,  then the solut iona rurrv L al i lu 7

r^r i  l ' l  hrr  r iof  in i t ion have to be with the Right and vice VerSa.

This may be total ly i r rat ional-  reasoning. Economi-c problens

may depend on changes in the wor ld system and be total ly beyond

reach of  Lef t  or  Right;  the many problems of  contemporary

French society may al-so be outside the paradigms for pol i t icat

act ion shared by lef t  and r ight .  In ei ther case, the Green

forrnu' l  as mav be relevant but i f  thev are not Seen aS such
-"  

* l

In a French sett ing then that does not help much.

St i l f  another reason may be the strong react ion against  the

undeniahle nrrr i tan elements in t -he Green Movement.  The French

ara \ /ar \z i_ iar l  tO their  CuiSine, the Cuis ine iS meat iSt  rather
+L 

-^ 
, ,^^^+ ^- . :Lrrqrr  vEVsuqrrd. f l r  ds such i t  is  of  course excel fent ,  one of

the two best in the wor ld ( the other being Chinese).  To chal lenge

meat ism is to chaf lenge French cuis ine.  Not to go in for  the

bourgeois sty le of  l i fe including some efements of  e legance

in the c lothing is unfrench act iv i ty and can probably only be
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Iegi t imised i f  one is aesthet ical ly elegant in some other

f ie ld far  inc ' - '^^^ L.-  1^^i-  -* t :^-  The Germans have. . .^J Lct l lUC LJy r-JCrIrV qrr  aL LI5 L .

no cuis ine to defend, hence there is no problem of that  k ind

and al though the ordinary German looks very bourgeois,  there

is no haute couture to defend ei ther.  Nat ional  pr ide is not

at  stake, only bourgeois feel ings.

Final ly,  Germany is a neighbour,  watched relat ively

closely by French pol i t ic ians and the inroads made by the

Green rnovements in German pol i t ics must have given them a

shock: th is rnust not happen here.  The cafumnies coming out

of  the French press agains' t -  the peace movernent and the ecological

rnovement are te l l ing s igns of  i r rat ional  fearn not the

invi tat ion to reasoned debate that should character ise democrat ic

society.  On the other hand, lhe French feminist  novement is

r f  rnnn and rol  r f  i  r ro ' l  rz ql1a-a-a-- f  r r ' l  = l  +h^, .^h J-  harz h:rzo 
^

ef v vr_z ssr ur al - t ,nougr-  - - - - f  very

long way to go with the remnants of  feudal ism. But then,

Ia femme frangaise is afso a part  of  the nat ionaf pr ide.

She j -s not unfrench act iv i ty,  she is French. And yet France

wi l l  probably sooner \Jr  later have to fo l - l -ow sui t  vr j - th the

other countr ies also in th is reqard.

The countr ies of  Southern Europe, however,  wi l l  not

f  o l l -ow sui t .  They are st i l l  in the throes of  the th i rd

social  t ransformat ion,  even the second, even the f i rst  for

that  matter (Spain,  I ta ly) .  On the other hand, in the countr ies

of Northern Europe one may even talk of  a general  greening of

aI I  pol i t ical  part ies -  wi th conservat ive part ies picking up

ecological  and feminist  issues, but (certainly)  not  peace issues.

So, the picture is mixed, ds i t  should be. But there

are green points al l  over that  p icture.  Anyone want ing to

understand the First  wor ld today would do better not pretending

that they are not there.


